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.MAX' BAU·.CUS
"MONTAf\!A:' .

'.- .. '

.. '.

Dear' Ms ~ ·Solhei'm:··· '.'
,

, : .. ,- '.~ .

I am sending the enclosed communication from one of my
constituents for your consideration. I would very much
appreciate your comments on this matte~.

Please direct your reply and any questions to my Missoula
field office:

Senator Max Baucus
'~11 North Higgins
Missoula, MT 59802

406-329-3123

Thank you for your assistance.

with best personal regards, I am

MSB/te
enclosure

BILUNGS

14061657·6790
BOZEMAN

14061586-6104
BUTTE

(406) 782-8700
GREAr F .... llS
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(406) 449-5480
KALISPELL

(406) 756-1150
MISSOULA

1406\ 329--3123
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'senator'Max BaUcus
.U. S'" .,s·enate ' .'
Washlnqton,·.o.. C~· 2'0510

. Dear Senator BauCiJ,~:, .

February 19, 1993

10', • • ••••.• -.

, --... - .-" ..·.A:tt~Ch&d::~re· the ccil\i1Uet;;ts i ,have' '~ent, to:-the FeQer·a~ .
. 'CQ~\lri.i(iation$i cOntmis!i;;(1)n re'qfi~ding' 'P~. 'pocket:' No. "'92";23:5.

" ',',' . ..•.. ..,'", . " " .' ..' .'

. ,
, .'

The Federal Communications Commission's proposed revision to
the Private Land Mobile Radio Services and the policies
qoverninq them, will adversely affect Champion'S ability to
maintain and operate an efficient ~adio communioation system in
western Montana. As I indicated in my comments, Champion's
radio syste~ and ~e radio systems of the two contractor
associatlons to which we belonq, are vital to the ~afe,
efficient and economioal operations of our forest· products
businesses in Western Montana. . .

The Montana Region of Champion International corporation is
opposed to the Federal C~mmunications Commission's Docket
92-235 as currently proposed. Champion's employees in Western
Montana would appreciate any help you can give us in this
matter.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

Anthony ane
Communica ~ons Coordinator
Montana Region

xc: Tuoker Hill
enclosure

DMS-TL\comment.ltr
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:~·~~."·~~~t.,~r.'·.ubmt.;tted·' in reapon,e: t,~the .c~;slozi·'S ·,IllQ1,1J.ry in·'the ab9ve .
captioned' proceecU11Is. . ' . . .. .. .

. COMlmNTS OF'. .
OJfAtirroN IlfTlllNATI0NAl:. coRPORATION'
.~lfr~ uGI~ ..: .....: ..

1. INTROJ)UCTION

ClwIpion International Corporation.' IUDtI••~'ov.r 1.2'0 square apes of forestland
in the Northern locky MountAin Relion 'of W.stern Montau. Cb&.a1pion operates two
wood' p~oducts ~nuf4LCturi11l facllitiea in. Libby and ~isso~'a, ,Montana. 'ee
lands, 11\ ~it1on to fed.~d", ~tate atld private fore.tlands:, p~ov~de the raw

, 11I4terials nece.ory to nq1.theSe:li111.-. tb.,arealJ1 whioh Cbs.IaPion ellploye.s and
:eontractors .operate covers. W.stern Montana ~ Northern ,Idaho I • an area coveri.·
approximately 46,700 square miles. of ~tai~ and foreses; In order to operate
an efficient and safe business, CbluDpion has developed an extensive radio .y.teJII
dust includes base st.tions, relays, JIOblle and portable radios. In addition,
Chaepioa belona. to two contractor radio associations and is a licensee of the
Forest Products RAdio Service.

ChaJlpion's radio system 1s a vltal operational link for constant cODllllUn1cations
between mill locations. lan<! ma:r:'JoQ3eaent office. and employees and contract crews
working in the field. The contractor radio ayste,.s provide the operational
control for loagiDi and other contract crevs in the field and for trucking
contractors movina lOiS 'to the mills. RadiQS are used on indiviclual pieces of
logging equipment for communications between the operator and workers on the
ground. The radio system is vital in efforts to ensure the safety of our work
force and to protect our facilities, 8qui~ent and'land.

Champion's radio .ystem is accessible by state and federal law enforcement and
wildfire protection Alencies and local ...erleney lIedical services. Every SWIIIler,
when fires burn out of control on forestlands in Western Montana, Chaupion's
radio system has been vital to fire fighting agencies in coordinating the
movement of and use of men and equipmtlnt in the fin control efforts.
Frequently, the Champion and contractor radio systems are used to notify law
enforcement agencies of emergency situations and to direct emergency medical
teams to the location of injured individuals.

II. COMMENTS

The Montana aesion of Champion International Corporation is opposed to FCC DOCKET
92-235 as currently proposed.
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The prQposed narroli1ng of bandwidth will' cost Champion .and· its contractors
thousands l)f,.do~la.rs£or equipaent' mod.iflcation· and ~eplac~.ment'. ChAmpion .and
its¢ontr~ctot's, c\1rrently·use.approxillAtelySOO transixlitt~rB'o.n.1:heirf;:Ju'ee 'r&410
syst.....·.·'n1e .collt ..~f ..odificad.o~aione.·c.~~4.well .exc.~ed $50; 0.00: arid.::th~. cQst·

. of. replacellent· ~ow.d be many times that Mount:. '.. - .', . . .

. ·The :'lillinat.lo~ 9£ ~~jacen~ channel. mileage separations could ca~e a great.6.eal
. ofinterferenee .and confusion when licen$e holders of'~he' suie treqtieney. are
operating in adjacent license areas. The problema caused by this rule chance
would Ir'eatty red.uc!II the effecti,veness of 9W' r.d;io systetDs.and.the efficient;: a~ .
safe ',Qpen.t1on of .our, busiDess....· '. '. . .' '. ," ".

The reduction i~ effeetlveradiAted power would ~lim1nate the ability of·our
current .radio syste.~ t,o provide required communications ,thro.ughout. our area of'
opeu.ticms.. .~n .or.de~._.f;o._.r~tailJ tbe '~8:~.""~ c~E;!.~at~o~. ca~bllit1e. of our
cur~ent aystelU, c:hampion and it. contractor a••ociations woul~r'be required to
b\Lild aciditional trauaitter lIites tbrouabout our area of operations. the
••tabllshina of new .ites would require the determilll.tion of appropriate sit•• ,
obtaining perat••ioD to use the site, developina access to the site, p~ovldlng

power to the site and finally purchasing and iIWtalling the flquipaen~. 'lbe cost
and.ti~ .r.qui~ed to establish a new tr.ns.itte~ site ~y ~. very prohibitive.

. i •

The proposed consol1dation of the 19 existins radio services into 3 b~oad radio
services cateaorie., would greatly reduce the teleco.aaunlcations service our
incl\lstry is currently provics.d by the Forest Products Radio Servioe. The los.
of the Forest Products Radio service as the frequency coordinator for the fo~e8t

irlClustry could d.isrupt years of work, cooperation and progress that bave allowed
the indu~try to develop effective and efficient radio systems.

III. SUMMARY

Good. radio colllllUn1catioDs is vital to Ch.uIpion' s Montana Reaion a'Cld 1ts
contr.ctors as "ell a8 to the industry as a whole. The efficient oper.tion of
our business over & vast area of the Northern Rocky Mountains requires cost
effective, tiMely coa-unications. AD effective communication syste. provides a
meaS\1re of safety for our employee.. our ~e.ourcel. our coDllllUllities and our
state. Champion ·oppas•• any change to the current FCC regulacions that would
lessen the effectiveness of our radio systems.

Respeccfully submitted~: '

~~~L
Communications Coordinator
Montana Region
Champion International Corporation
120 N. Russell St.
Missoula, KT 59806
Ph: 406/258-2623

tl-WP51\comment.fcc
02/05/93


